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For MONDAY, February 2, 1801. 





CHARACTER @f the late Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
[From Bofwell’s Life of that Writer. ] 


IS figure was large and well formed, and his counte- 
nance of the caft of an ancient ftatue, yet his appear- 

ance was rendered ftrange and fomewhat uncouth by convul- 
five cramps, by the fears of that diftemper which it Was once 
imagined the royal touch could cure, and by a flovenly mode 
of drefs. He had the ufe only of oneeye, yet fo much does 
mind govern, and even fupply the deficiency of organs, that 
his vifual perceptions, as far as they extended, were uncom. 
monly quick and accurate. So morbid was his temperament, 
that he never knew the natural joy of a free and vigorous 


. ufe of his limbs: when he walked, it was like the ftruggling 


gait of one in fetters ; when he rode he had no command, or 
direétion of his horfe, but was carried as if in a balloon. 
That with his conftitution and habits of life he fhould have 
lived feventy-five years, is a proof that an inherent vivida 
vis is a powerful prefervative of the human frame. Man is, 
in general, made up of contradiétory qualities, and thefe 
will ever fhew themfelves in a ftrange fucceflion, where a 
confiftency in appearance at leaft, if not in reality, has not 
been attained by long habits of philofophical difcipline. In 
Proportion to the native vigour of his mind, the contradic. 
tory qualities will be the more prominent and more difficult 
to be adjufted ; and therefore we are not to wonder that 
Johnfon exhibited an eminent example of this remark, which 
Ihave made upon human nature. At different times he 
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feemed a different man in fome refpeéts; not, however, in 
ay great or effential article, upon which he had not fully 
employed his mind and fettled certain principles of duty, but 
only in his manners, and in the difplay of argument and 
fancy in his talk. He was prone to fuperftition, but not to 
credulity. Though his imagination might incline him to. a 
belicf of the marvellous and the myfterious, his vigorous 
reafon examined the evidence with jealoufy. He was a fin- 
cere and zealous Chriftian of the high church of England 
and monarchical principles, which he would not tamely fuf- 
fer to be queftioned ; and had, perhaps, at an early period, 
narrowed his mind fomewhat too much both as to religion 
and politics. His being imprefled with the danger of ex- 
treme latitude in either, though he was of a very independent 
{pirit, occaftoned his appearing fomewhat unfavourable to the 
prevalence of that noble freedom of fentiment which is the 
beft poffeflion of man. Nor can it be denied that he had many 
prejudices, which, however frequently fuggefted many of 
his pointed fayings, that rather fhew a playtulnefs of fancy 
than any fettled malignity. He was fleady and inflexible in 
maintaining the obligations of religion and morality, both 
from a regard for the order of. fociety, and from a veneration 
for the Great Source of all order: correét, nay ftern in his 
tafle, hard to pleafe, and cafily offended ; impetuous and ir- 
ritable inhis temper, but of a moft humane and benevolent 
heart, which fhewed itfelf not only in a moft liberal charity, 
as far as his circumflances would allow, but in a thoufand in- 
fiances of a€étive benevolence. 

_ He was affliéied with a bodily difeafe, which made him 
often reitlefs and. fretful; and with a conftitutional melan- 
choly, the clouds of whick darkened the brightnefs of his 
fancy,and gave a gloomy caft to his whole courfe of think- 
ing : we, therefore, ought notto wonder at his fallics of im- 
patience and paflion at any time, efpecially when provoked 
by obftrufive ignorance or prefuming petulance, and allow- 
ance mufi be made for his uttering hafty and fatirical fallies, 
even againft his beft friends! And furely when it is confi- 
dered that, “‘ amidit ficknefs and forrow”’ he exerted his fa- 
culues in fo many works for the benefit of mankind, and 
particularly that he achieved the great and admirable diétio- 
pary of our language, we muit be aftonilhed at his relolu- 
tion. The folemn text— Of him to whom much is given 
much will be required,” feems to have been ever prefent to 
his mind tna rigorous fenfe, and to have made him diflatis- 
Ked with his labours and atts of goodnefs, however compa- 
ratively 
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ratively great; fo that the unavoidable confcioufnefs of his 
{uperiority was, in that refpeét, a caufe of difquiet. He fuf- 
tered fo much from this, and from the gloom which perpetu- 
ally haunted him, and made folitade frightful, that it may Be 
faid of him—*" If in this life only he had hope, he was of 
all men moft miferable.”’ 

He loved praife when it was brought to him, but was too 
proud to feek for it. He was fomewhat fufceptible of flat- 
tery. As he was general and unconfined in his ftudies, he 
cannot be confidered as mafter of any one particular fcience ; 
but he had accumulated a vaft and various colleftion of 
learning and knowledge, which was fo arranged in his mind, 
as to be ever in readinels to be brought forth. But his fupe- 
riority over other learned men confifted chiefly in what may 
be called the art of thinking, the art of ufing his mind, a cet- 
tain continual power of feizing the ufeful fubflance of alt 
that ‘he knew, and exhibiting it in a clear and forcible man- 
ner, fo that knowledge, which we often fee to be no better 
than lumber in men of dull underftanding, was, in him, true, 
evident, and a¢tual wildom. 

His moral precepts are pra@tical, for they are drawn from 
an intimate acquaintance with human nature. His maxims 
carry conviction; for they are founded onthe bafis of com- 
mon fenfe, and a very attentive and minute furvey of real 
life. His mind was fo full of imagery, that he might have 
been perpeiually a poet. . Yet it is remarkable that, however 
rich his profe is, in this :efpeét his poetical pieces in general 
have not much of that {plendour, but are rather diftinguifhed 
by ftrong fentiment and acute obferv ation, convey edi in har- 
monious and energetic verfe, particularly in heroic’ couplets. 

Though ufually grave, and even aweful in his deportment, 
he poffefled uncommon and peculiar powers of wit and hu- 
mour; he frequently indulged himfelf in colloquial plea- 
fantry, and the heartielt merriment was often enjoyed ‘in his 
company ; with this great advantage, that as it was entirely 
free from any poifonous tin@ure of vice or impiety, it was 
falutary to thofe who. {hared in it. 

He had accuttomed himfelf to fach'a accuracy in his com- 
mon converfation, that he at all times exprefled his thoughts 
with great force and an elegant choice of language, the ef- 
feét of which was aided by his having a loud voice ‘anda flow 
deliberate utterance. In him were united a moft logical head 
with a moft fertile :magination, which gave him an extraor- 
dinary advantage in arguing; for he could reafon clofe or 
wide, as he faw beft at the moment. 
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Exulting in his intelle€tual ftrength and dexterity, he 
could, when he pleafed be the greateft fophift that ever con- 
tended in the lifts of declamation ; and from a fpirit of con- 
tradiétion, and a delight in fhewing his powers, he would 
often maintain the wrong fide with equal warmth and inge- 
nuity ; fo that when there was an audience, his real opinions 
could feldom be gathered from his talk, though when he was 
in company with a fingle friend, he would difcufs a fubjett 
with genuine fairnefs ; but he was too confcientious to make 
€rror permanent and pernicious, by deliberately writing it; 
and, in all his numerous works, he earneftly inculcated what 
appeared to him to be the truth ; his piety being the conftant 
and the ruling principle of all his condu&, 

, Such was Samuel Johnfon, a man whofe talents, acquire- 
ments, and virtues were fo extraordinary, that the more his 
chara¢ter is confidered the more will he be regarded by the 
prefent age, and by pofterity, with admiration and reverence. 





Account of Aldheim, an old Saxon Poet. 


HOUGH the Englith hegan to apply to learning in the 
former part of the feventh century, yet it was near 

the conclufion of it before any of them acquired much li- 
terary fame. Aldheim, a near relation, if not the nephew 
of Ina, King of the Weft Saxons, was the firft who did fo. 
Having received the firft part of his education in the fchool 
with one Macdulf, a learned Scot, who fat up in the place 
where Malmfbury now ftands, he travelled into France and 
Italy for his improvement. At his return, he ftudied fome 
time under Adrian, Abbot of St, Auguftine’s in Canterbury, 
the moft learned profeffor of the fciences who had ever been 
in England. In thefe different feminaries, he acquired a very 
- uncommon ftock of knowledge, and became famous for his 
learning, not only in England, but in foreign countries ; 
whence feveral learned men fent him their writings for his 
perufal and corre&tion ; particularly Prince Arcivil, a fon of 
the King of Scotland, who wrote many pieces, which he fent 
to Aldheim, “ intreating him to give them their lait polith by 
rubbing off their Scotch ruft.””’ He was the firft Englifhman 
who wrote in the Latin language, both in profe and verfe, 
and compofed a book for the inftruétion of his countrymen 
in the profody of that language. Befides this he wrote feve- 
ral other treatifes on different {ubjeéts, fome of which are loft 
and others publifhed by Martin, Delrio, and Canifius, Ve- 
nerable 
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nerable Bede, who flourifhed in the end of this, and beginning 
of the next century, gives the following charaéter of Aldheim. 
* He was a man of univerfal erudition, having an elegant 
ftyle, and being wonderfully well acquainted with books, both 
on philofophical and religious fubjeéts.” Alfred ufed to 
fay that Aldheim was the beft of all the Saxon poets, and that 
a favourite fong, which was univerfally fung in his time, near 
two hundred years after its author’s death, was of his compo- 
fition. When he was Abbot of Malm{bury, having a fine 
voice and great fkill in mufic as well as poetry, and obferv- 
ing the backwardnefs of his barbarous countrymen to liften 
to grave inftruétions, he compofeda number of little poems, 
which he fang to them after mafs in the {weeteft manner, by 
which they were gradually inftructed and civilized. After 
this excellent man had governed the monaftery of Malmf- 
bury, of which he was the founder, about thirty years, he 
was made Bifhop of Sherborne, whexe he died, A. D. 709. 





Subftance of the moft interefling Parts of the Travels of 
C. F. Damberger, a German, through the interior Parts 
of Africa, from the Cape of Good Hope to Morocco, 
between the Years 1781 and 1797. 


[Continued from Page 65.] 


HE difputes between Damberger and his miftrefs, whom 

he treprefents asa very ill-difpofed woman, becom- 
ing more and more ferious, rendered his fituation ex- 
tremely difagreeable. He found too that an appeal to his 
mafter was ufelefs, he being completely governed by his 
wife. The malice of this woman was fo great, that Dam- 
berger underflood that, through her influence, his fate would 
be to be fent to Batavia, there to remain all the future term 
of his fervitude. Of the country and fervice of Batavia he 
was led to form the moft frightful ideas. All thefe circum. 
ftances combined induced him to refolve to defert. 

After, however, frankly telling his mafter, that he would 
fooner réjoin his regiment, than remain under the orders of 
his miftrefs, he obtained leave to return to the Cape. He 
was, notwithftanding, flill liable to be apprehended as a de- 
fertcr, having obtained no legal difcharge. 

IIe gives the following particulars of the colonifts of the 


Cape of Good Hope ; 
** The 
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** The colonifts are not poffelfed of much ready money: 
their riches confift chiefly of cattle and flaves. The poorett 
of them has at leaf ten flaves, which, on his firft forming a 
fettlement, arc lent him by the Eaft India Company, the co- 
lonift paying an annual intereft of ten guilders* for each. 
It he wifhes to have the flaves as his own property, he muf 
give a bond of two hundred guilders for each, payable within 
ten years, either in money or with corn, or fome other pro- 
duéts of his farm. Moft of the colonifts follow the chace; 
and each of them receives from the Company annually four 
pounds of gun-powder and one pound of lead, and likewife 
fhot-money, if he delivers the fkins to the Company’s 
agents.” 

Damberger fet out ona journey into the Hottentot country 
in the month of February, and onthe 27th of that monthar- 
rived at the firft “* Hottentot-Kraal, which confifted of about 
twenty huts, and was called, after the name of the chief, 
“Wahhab’s Kraal. A herdf{man efpied me coming, and haf- 
tened to the kraal to announce my arrival: immediately two 
flout fellows, young Hottentots, came forth, with javelins in 
their hands, viewed me, and then advanced towards me, in- 
quiring whether I camealone, whether I belonged to the co. 
lonifts, and to what place I intendedtogo. Ianfwered their 
queftions as well as I could, and was then conduéted by them 
into the kraal to the Montur, for fo the clef is called. He 
ordered them to give me fome milk, and he himfelf prefented 
me with fome maize which had been roafted, for which I 
paid a Dutch florin. I requefted a night’s lodging: he not 
only granted my requeft, but gave me an invitation to remain 
in the kraal as long as I pleafed, and added that he would 
take care to fupply me with provifions. Towards evening 
almoit all the inhabitants of the kraal aflembled on a green 
before the hut of the chief, and diverted themfelves with 
finging and dancing. 

** I knew that the habitation of the colonift Walther, who 
diftilled brandy-wine, was not above three Englifh miles dif- 
tant from the kraal: I accordingly wrote a note to the pra- 
prietor, enclofing three guilders, for which I defired him to 
fend me fome fhirts. The chief [of the hut, whofe name 
was Wahhab | difpatched a man with this note, who, in a few 
hours, returned with a {mall cafk of fpirits, the three florins 
I had fent to pay for it, and a letter from Walther, contain- 
ing an invitation to vifit him the following morning. 

9 ** The 


* A guilder is worth about 15. gd. Englihh, 
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“The leader, or chieftain, to whom I delivered the brandy, 
gave a dram to every one prefent, and ordered the reft to be 
depofited in his hut. About midnight we went to reft; I 
flept tolerably well on a mat in the back part of the hut. 
About eight o’clock in the morning I was wakened by my 
holt, who offered me fome milk and a piece of broiled mut- 
ton; he at the fame.time entreated me to flay with hima few 
days longer, to which Iagreed. At noon I paid a vifit to 
Mr. Walther, who received me kindly, and forbore afking 
any queftion refpefling the purpofe of my journey. On 
taking leave of him, I offered to pay for the brandy, but he 
declined accepting any money, adding, that if fome day or 
other he fhould come to the Cape, I might be able to do him 
a favour in return, which | promifed I would. 

* I continued nine days with this horde, and made fo 
many acquaintances, that they at laft endeavoured to prevail 
upon me to fettle here and take awife. I declined this pro- 
pofal as well as I could, but promifed to pay them another 
vifit, and found an opportunity of purfuing my journey, in 
company with four Hottentots of another kraal, who had 
come to purchafe fome fheep.. All my acquaintance were 
extremely concerned at my departure, and I fhould have felt 
happy in rendering myfelf ufeful to thefe good-natured peo- 
ple, if the plan aud purpofe of my journey had permitted 
me to remain longer with them. Our road Jay over the 
Milk-mountain, where we encountered many difficulties and 
troubles, our way being conftantly obftruéted by brambles 
and reed-grafs, fo that the firft day, though we travelled only 
two miles, we were neverthelefs extremely fatigued. We 
pafled the night on the banks of the Silver-river, without 
enjoying one moment’s fleep, as the wolves gathesed around 
us, endeavouring to fall upon our fheep. We durft not ven- 
ture to kindle a fire, left we fhould be burnt in the high half- 
dried grafs; my fellow travellers, the Hottentots, therefore, 
applied themfelves to making mats of reed-grafs by the light 
of the moon. 

*““ In the morning we reached the ry of the Mill 
mountain, where we found good grafs, fat down to breakfaft 
and turned the fheep to graze. I had on began to eat, 
when on looking round | perceived ten men haftening up to 
us with the utmoit {peed : Lafked my fellow travellers, who 
had not yet feen them, whether they knew who they were,and 
what their intentions were by their making up tous. They 
were fo terrified at fight of them that they could hardly give 
mé an anfwer; at Jafl, however, I underftood from them that 
they 
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they were Bofchmen, and intended to rob them of their 
fheep. I exhorted them to take courage, prepared for de. 
fence, charged my carabine, and directed my companions 
how to aét: I then fired on the Bofchmen, and one of them 
fell; the reft threw fome javelins and fled. My companions 
were highly pleafed with my conduét, and expreffed their 
efteem for me both by words and geftures. We now quitted 
the mountain, and foon reached a hamlet, where we refrefhed 
ourfelves, and afterwards purfued our journey. The night 
being very fine we took advantage of it, and continued our 
journey ; in the morning we reached the village where my 
companions lived: being worn out with fatigue, and not 
having enjoyed the leaft fleep for feveral nights together, I 
Jaid down before the hut, and fell afleep. When I awoke 
both my watch and carabine were gone: feverely hurt and 
terrifted at this lofs, I ran into the hut, but here I could ob- 
tain no tidings of either; at laft one of my fellow-travellers 
took me into his hut, and delivered me my carabine and 
watch. He told methat he had taken them with him by way 
of precaution, left I {hould be robbed of them during my 
{leep : he regaled me with milk and mutton. While I was 
eating this homely meal the chieftain entered the hut, dreffled 
in his richeft attire, bowed to me feveral times, and thanked 
me for the afliftance I had given to his comrades, relating, at 
the fame time, that the fame Bofchmen, a few days fince, had 
robbed the hamlet of thirty fheep. 1 enquired into the 
ftrength of the horde, and their place of refidence, and 
learned that they were about thirty in number, and inhabited 
the Schlangenberg (Snake-mountain) about a league diftant, 
where they had fecured themfelves againft attack by an abat- 
tis, and by heaps of ftones. I toldthe chief that it was not 
impoflible to fubdue them, and that I would lead his people 
on to the attack, if they would aflift me. Although the 
chieftain was much pleafed with my plan, efpecially as it af- 
forded an opportunity of recovering the ftolen fhecp, yet he 
made feveral objections, which being refuted by me, he 
warmly embraced my defign, encouraged his comrades to 
take a fhare in its execution, and obferved to them that un- 
leis the Bofchmen were dillodged from the neighbourhood, 
they might commit many more robberies. Out of the 
cighty male inhabitants of the village, about twenty offered 
to join in the expedition againft the Bofchmen under my 
-ommand. I delivered the neceffary inftru¢tions, and gave 
orders that everyone fhould provide themfelves with a good 
cudgel, a bundle of dry grafs, and fome [mall dry wood, 

0 They 
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They did fo; at the fall of night we put ourfelves in motion, 
and advanced without the leaft noife towards the mountain. 
Here I divided our corps into two troops; one divifion I 
commanded myfelf, and the other I put under the orders of 
the chieftain. We now advanced againft the firft entrench- 
ment, which was fet on fire, and the wind fpreading the 
flames, the whole mountain was foon in a blaze. We then 
took poft again at the foot of the mountain, on the {pot where 
we thought theenemy would fally forth: we had fcarcely oc- 
cupied our poft, when we heard dreadful howls, and dif- 
covered feveral Bofchmen, half burnt by the fire; to terrify 
them ftill more, and to give the Hottentots the fignal agreed 
on, I fred upon the fugitives, who were now attacked and 
flain by the Hottentots. Thus wasthis band of robbers en- 
tirely deftroyed, and my friends not only recovered their 
own fheep, but took many others belonging to the enemy, 
which were found onthe other fide of the mountain. The 
number of Bofchmen ‘killed could not be afcertained, but 
the mountain continued to burn the whole of the following 
day. 

On our return to the village we were received with fhouts 
of acclamations, and the joy of the inhabitants increafed 
when they faw the return of their fheep, and Jearned. that 
their enemies were either flain or difperfed. I was fatigued 
and retired to reft in the hut of the chieftain, but the Hot- 
tentots paffed the whole night in merriment and joy. I ¢on. 
tinued about a fortnight with thefe good people, by whom 
1 was loved and refpeéted, and who vied with each other to 
fupply me with milk and meat, and to procure me all the 
comforts which they had the power of beftowing. But as 
the prefent feafon was the beft for travelling, I refolved to 
purfue my journey, and to avail myfelf, for that purpofe, 
of the winter, as it is called, which begins in April, and is 
merely diftinguifhed by fome cool and rainy weather. 


(To be continued.) 





Abftraét of an Ad for preventing the Manufatturing of 
fine Flour, and making Bread foiely from fine Flour 
of Wheat. 


HAT from the 24th of January, no meal, the producg¢ 

.of wheat, or any other grain, fhall be dreffed into any 

finer defcription of meal or flour than fuch as can be dreffed 
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by orthrough wire machines conftru&ed with not more than 
thirteen wires of the ufual and known fize, weight, and 
thicknefs on each fide of a {quare inch, or cloths correfponding | 
to fuch wire machines, called 8s, 6d. feamed cloths, or patent | 
cloths, number two : under a penalty of a fum not exceed. 
ing 5]. nor lefs than 10s. for every fuch bufhel, and fo in 
proportion for every {maller quantity ; nor fhall any other 
machine or cloths than fuch as are before defcribed be ufed by 
any miller or other perfon whatever from the refpeéctive dates 
above mentioned, under a penalty, for every fuch offence, of 
the fumof 1000}, 

That from the 31ft day of January, 1801, no meal or flour 
of any finer fort, fhall be fold or expofed to fale by any per. | 
fon whatever, (except flour imported and fold in the barrels | 
in which it is imported) under a penalty of afum not exceed. 
ing $l. nor lefsthan 10s, for every bufhel, and fo in propor. 
tion for every {maller quantity of meal or flour fo fold. ' 

That from the 7th day of February, 1801, no perfon hhall 
bake or make for private ufe or for fale, or expofe to fale, or 
fhall fell, or expofe to fale, any bread made from any, 
wheaten meal or flour, unmixed, of any finer fort, undera 
penalty of a fum not exceeding 5]. nor lefs than 10s. for 
every peck loaf of bread fo baked, made, or fold, and fo in 








proportion for every {maller quantity. 

That from the 31ft of January, 1801, an affize may be fet | 
to regulate the price of all the wheaten bread .made of the | 
fineft fort of wheaten flour allowed by the aét, and upon no | 
other fort of bread, whether wheaten or mixed, according to || 
prices to be regulated by the tables in the {chedule, according | 
to the rules and direGions annexed thereto, from the average 
price of the fineft fort of wheaten flour allowed by the att 
to be manufaétured. 

That from the faid 31ft of January, 1801, when any price 
of wheaten bread of the fineft fort allowed thall be fet, no 
perfon fhall then make for fale, or fell or expofe to fale, any 
other fort of bread, whether wheaten or made of wheat 
mixed with any other corn, grain, or pulfe, at a higher rate 
than fhall be fet, under a penalty. 

That after the 31ft day of January, although no affize or 
price of wheaten bread of the fineft fort thall be fet, no per- 
fon fhal! make for fale, or fell or expofe to fale, any other 
fort of bread, whether wheaten or mixed, at any higher 
price or rate than the wheaten bread of the fineft fort fhall at 
the fame time {eli forin the place (or where ‘no fuch bread 
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fhall be fold in the fame place, or the neareft adjoining place,) 
under penalty. 

That after the pafling of the a&, notwithftanding any 
aflize, any perfon may make, bake, fell, and expofe to fale, 
loaves made of wheaten meal of a coarfer fort, or made of 
any fort of wheaten meal or flour mixed with the meal or 
flour of any other corn, grain, or pulfe whatever, or with 
potatoes, in any proportions they fhall deem proper, and at 
any price, fo that fuch price fhall not exceed the price of 
the wheaten bread, upon which an aflize or price fhall be fet, 
in purfuance of an aét or aéts of Parliament.* © 

That every perfon who fhall make or bake any fuch 
wheaten bread made of any meal or flour of an inferior 
quality to the fineft fort of flour allowed by the aft, or any 
mixed bread, fhall diftinétly mark upon every loaf of fuch 
wheaten bread a large Roman H. and upon every loat of 
{uch mixed bread a large Roman M. 

Perfons omitting to make fuch wheaten or mixed bread, 
as direéted, or not well making fuch bread, or adulterating, 
or making or baking for fale, or felling or expofing-to fale 
any loaves deficient in weight, fhall be liable to penalties, 
forfeitures, and punifhments. 

Powers of aéts in force relating to making returns of 
meal, fetting an affize and weighing bread, or fearching for 
adulterating ingredients, to extend to this aét. 

Thirty-fixth Geo. III. cap. 22, repealed.t 

Power to magiftrates to determine cafes, and to enforce 
payment of penalties—diftribution of penalties—compel the 
attendance of witneffes—forms of conviétion, &c. &c. 
Limitation of profecutions to fourteen days. 

A& to continue in force until the 6th day of November, 
1801, and from thence to the end of fix weeks from the com- 
mencement of thethen next feflion of Parliament. 


* This claufe permitted the making coarfer and cheaper bread, 
notwithitanding any aflize previous to the other parts of the act be- 
coming effective. 

+ This a& permitted the making of mixed bread under certain 
reftritions now repealed, and the provifions in claufe 8. are fub- 
ftituted inftead of that act. 





Story of Loifa, the Maid of the Hay-Stack. 


ATELY died, in Guy’s Hofpital, London, the once. 
unfortunately celebrated Loifa, or Lady of the Hay_ 
O 2 Stack ; 
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Stack ; who, about eighteen years ago, was found to have 


taken up her refidence under that fhelter, in the parifh of 


Bourton, near Briftol, ina ftateot melancholy derangement. 
She then appeared to be under twenty years of age. This 
very extraordinary woman, whofe Tale of Woe” was 
firft told to the public by Mifs Hannah More, has naturally 
ceafed, for a confiderable time paft, to intereft the general 
curiofity. 

During feveral days of her abode under the hay-ftack, 
(from which fhe at laft permitted herfelf to be removed with 
relu@tance) fhe was vilited; and irregularly fed, by the 
country-people, till the hand of more happy fympathy .and 
compaflion provided her better protection. As her name 
was unknown, fhe was immediately dillinguifhed by that of 
Loifa. It may be gratifying to many on this occafion to 
Jearn, that during a confiderable interval, in which the atter- 
wards remained in retirement, amd before the was admitted, 
as incurable, into the afylum in which fhe died, fhe was 
chiefly fupported by a voluntary fub{cription under the 
management of Mifs Hannah More and her fifters. ‘Thofe 
a€tive advocates of humanity, who never yet began a good 
work and grew weary of well-doing, having loft the pecu- 
niary affiftance of moft others, continued to fupply the extra 
wants and accommodations of the poor folitary ftranger, at 
the expence of more than ten pounds per annum, till her de- 
ceafe. They would be the laft to with that fuch an inftance 
of benevolence fhould be publicly mentioned; but it isa 
tribute due, not lefs tothem than to the interefts of fociety. 

The fame kind, and much the fame degree, of mental de- 
rangement, whichthe “ Tale of Woe’’ deferibed, remained 
with Loifa tothe laft. In her general conduét fhe exhibited 
the various common evidences of the moft confirmed in- 
fanity ; which, in addition to the contraction of her limbs, 
from her expofure to cold in the open field, and from her 
future propenfity to remain inactive, rendered her an objeét 
of the ftrangeft pity. But her inianity was uniformly re- 
markable in this—that, however difordered and childith het 
affe€tions and refentments, fhe never could be drawn into 
any explanation refpeéting her family, her conneétions, or 
her country; however affable and unguarded fhe might 
fometimes appear, the moment ‘any perfon put a queftion, 
directly or indireétly relative to thofe topics, or made any 
allufion to them, however diftant, {he always changed coun- 
tenance, affumed an air of fulpicion, grew grave, and in- 
flexibly 
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flexibly filent,—or would inflantly touch on, fome other 
fubjeki. 

From her accent, fhe was undoubtedly of German origin ; 
but though fhe knew little of Englifh, the avoided converfing 
in any foreign language. Her manners, and occafional 
movements, indicated fuperior rank: and her frequent ex- 
clamations of “ dear papa,” and *“* dear mama,” in con- 
neftion with ideas of equipage and ornaments, led to that 
conclufion. 

Many endeavours were ufed, on the Continent, to trace 
her family, by circulating her defcription and dtory in the 
public prints, but without effect. The myflery of this 
filence was too remarkable, not to confirm the firft opinion 
of her being a perfon above the common clafles, witht the 
additional probability of fome unhappy and treacherous fe. 
du@tion. This laft opinion, from the whole of the diftrefsful 
evidence, inclufive of the perfonal part which poor Loifa 
fometimes involuntarily furnifhed, is not doubted by thofe, 
who, withthe writer of this article, early faw and clofely 
obferved her. 

The Conviction that it is pofble for any man, making pre- 
tenfions’ to honour, or even of diftin&ion from a brutal 
nature, fo to betray, and fo to abandon, in a foreign land, 
youth, beauty, the ftrongeft fenfibility, and perhaps the moft 
engaging innocence, fills the mind with horror of the deed, 
and with fhame and indignation for the charaéter! Such pro- 
fligacy, in this inflance, may have been of foreign pro- 
du€@tion. But comparatively happy would it be for this 
country, alfo, if inftances did not abound, among us, of 
fimilar atrocity, in thofe who on inferior occafions will make 
high pretenfions to honour and principle, but who feek 
every opportunity of feducing from the abodes of paterna! 
affettion, or of innocent employment, whatever is the moft 
fair and inexperienced ;-—rioting in its ruin for a fhort feafon, 
and then committing the greater crime of abandonment to 
infamy! The theme is unhappily too common to need proof, 
and too mournful to dwell on. 

The poor departed child of mifery, whefe flory is here 
again revived, is too flrong an inflance of fuffering, and 
excites too much feeling, to be permitted to pafs, in the 
common courfe to oblivion, if it could be avoided. Under 
this impreffion, permit me to attempt fomething in the cha- 
raCier of anepitaph. But, alas! poor Loifa’s tablet of re- 
membrance may only be found inthe fympathetic bofom of 


‘ a few furviving friends ! 


In 
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In yonder duft,—unmark’d for public fame, 
Low reft the relicks of Loifa’s frame! 
Poor haplefs fuff’rer, of the maniac line ! 
Thy wrongs no more atortur’d breaft confine ! 
Enough for thee, that ling’ring forrows breath 
Found final refcue in the boon of death ! 
Confol’d be they, who fought thy foul’s relief ; 
Tormented they, who overwhelm’d with grief ! 
Accurs’d the crime, that ’reft thy reafon’s ray, 
Tho’ thou be ranfom’d for eternal day ! 
And where frail innocence would vice repel, 
May guardian angels thy fad ftory tell! 

W. M. 


Bath, January 20, 1801, 





ADDRESS ¢o the-RICH in BEHALF of the POOR, 


My Fellow Chriftiians, 


ERMIT me to addrefs you in behalf of our indigent 
brethren, belonging to this town and parifh; and, as 
you have aregard for your precious fouls, I entreat you to 
give the fubje& due confideration. The neceffities of the 
times are peculiarly prefling; but they, within our {mall 
circle, may be in fome meafure alleviated by your timely 
affiflance. An entire giving of your property is not meant ; 
but whatever offer of gain is made to you, for the fale of 
your different commodities to any ftrangers or monopolizers, 
millers, bakers, or maltfters, let it be reje&ted with an honef 
indignation, arifing from a feeling heart. Pay particular at- 
tention to your corn, milk, potatoes, and other vegetables. 
Expofe them to fale with moderation, both publicly and pri- 
vately, that the poor may have a fupply as their exigencies 
require: alfo extend your charity to them, that they may 
purchafe fome animal food. Perhaps you may give up a 
little worldly gain by this proceeding; but then, by thus 
favouring and aflifting your poor, you will lay up a lafting 
and fubftantial treafure. Never was there fuch an opportu- 
nity offered as at prefent: it is the will of Providence, and 
let us not counteraét its defign. Now it will turn to treble 
account, and at the time of harveft, there is the greateft pro- 
bability, that your charitable aéts will be amply repaid ; that 
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your cattle be 
profperous, If we befriend the poor now, in the day of, 
9 want, 
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want, they will befriend us hereafter, at the laft decifive day ; 
they will be our powerful advocates at the throne of grace. 
It is recorded in the holy fcriptures, that the curfe of Hea 
ven lighteth upon him that withholdeth corn, but there is a 
blefling on him that bringeth it forward and expofeth it to 
fale. Confider this, my dear friends! Such imprecations 
enter the ears of the Almighty. 

Oh! let the cries of infants excited by hunger. hanging 
about their parents’ knees, open your hearts ; afford them 
{uftenance, for without it they perifh. Let us, by our ex- 
ample, ftrive to influence others; but if we cannot foften 
the hard hearts of our neighbours, and melt them to human 
kindnefs, we fhall have the pleafing fatisfa&tion of a quiet 
confcience, and may fay to ourfelves, that we have done our 
utmoft. 

The poor, on feeing we have a regard for their happinefs, 
(though diflreffed) will fmile around us, and we fhall bea 
happy people within ourfelves. Let us only refle& fora 
moment, that, by being inflrumental in doing good to our 
fellow-creatures, we fhall adminifter the greateft pleafure to 
the faithful monitor within our bofoms. This is an ever- 
prefent deity. The duty we owe to ourfelves is but asa 
drop of water in the ocean, when compared to the duty we 
Owe to our poor neighbours. For my own part asa Chriftian, 
a clergyman, and a magitftrate, I will affift youinany plan, 
that may be devifed for the benefit and comfort of the poor, 
with my heart, my hand, and my purfe, to the utmoft of my 
ability. 

That God may blefs you and your families, in all your 
Virtuous and godly endeavours, is the cordial wih of, 

Your faithful brother and fervant, 


JOHN OLIVER. 
Devonfhire. 





Sketch of the Life and Charaéter of the late Bryan Ed- 
wards, E/q. 


HIS gentleman was a native of the ifland of Jamaica, 

where he inherited an ample property. Poilefling a 
firong and ardent mind, improved by a liberal education, and 
endowed with a folid and juft judgment, he made a con- 
fpicuous figure in the republic of letters. He publifhed, in 
1784, ** Thoughts on the late Proceedings of Government 
refpeféting 
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refpefting the Trade of the Weft-India Iflands, with the 
United States of North America.” 

The exertions of fome eminent perfonages who with 
great zeal aimed at the abolition of the flave trade, if not the 
emancipation of the negroes throughout the colonies, next 
induced Mr. Edwards to prefent himfelf to the public as an 
author. He faw the difference between abftraét theory and 
praétical truth, and lamenting that the property of a large 
and refpeétable portion of the King’s fubje&s fhould be ren. 
dered precarious, and their perfons and condu& odious, from 
ill.direfied efforts of misjudging, though well-meaning, 
individuals. 

He exerted himfelf in the legiflature of his native ifland 
to induce them totake fuch meafures as would prevent the 
Britifh Parliament from perfifling in a fyftem which he con- 
fidered injurious and unjuft : he publifhed “ A Speech de- 
livered at a free Conference between the Council and Af- 
fembly of Jamaica, held the 25th of November, 1789, on 
the Subje& of Mr. Wilberforce’s Propofitions concerning 
the Slave Trade.” 

His greateft work, and that which will tranfmit his name 
with luftre to pofterity, is, “* The Hiftory Civil and Com- 
mercial of the Britifh Colonies in the Weft Indies,” in two 
volumes, quarto, 1793. In 1796, he gave tothe public 
** The Proceedings of the Governor and Affembly of Ja- 
maica in regard to the Maroon Negroes,” in one volume 
ottavo ; andin 1797, “* An Hiftorical Survey of the French 
Colony in the Ifland of Saint Domingo.” 

This work occafioned an angry anfwer, which’was pub- 
lifhed in French and in Englifh by Colonel de Charmilly, a 
native of the iiland, but neither Mr. Edwards nor tke public 
took the flighteft notice of the Colonel’s pamphlet. 

At the lait general eleétion Mr. Edwards was returned 
Member for Grampound, in Cornwall: he made his firft 
fpeech in defence of his countrymen againft the advocates 
forthe abolition of flavery, and his harangue was noticed for 
the found fenfe it contained, and the blunt rough manner in 
which it was delivered. Bryan Edwards was celebrated for 
a confiderable portion of farcaflic wit, and is faid by the ex- 
ercife of this quality to have rid Jamaica of the fatirift Peter 
Pindar. Hediedthe 16th of July, 1800, leaving his large 
fortuneto his fon: his refidence was the abode of compaflion 
and hofpitality ; the workmen he employed, and the poor he 
relieved, teftify, by their regrets, the value of his private 
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An ANECDOTE. 
‘IR GODFREY KNELLER was a man to be tickled 


with flattery. He was very covetous, but then he was 
very vain, and a great glutton. Old Tonfon, the bookfeller, 
got many pittures from him by playing one of thefe paf- 
fions off againft the other. He would tell Kneller he was 
the greateft maiter that ever was, and fend him every now and 
then a haunch of venifon,and dozens of claret. ““ O my 
God!” faid he once to Vandergucht, ** this old Jacob loves 
me; he is a very good’ man; yuu fee he loves me, for he 
fends me good things ; the venifon was fat !” 

The above inftance, and many others that might be pro- 
duced, fufficiently prove, that Sir Godfrey Kneller though 
a great painter, was exceflively vain. He could indec 
{wallow the groffeft flattery. 





Anfwer, by Serjeant Towning, of the Fivehead Volunteers, 
to C. B.W.’s Charade, inferted November 10, 


EAR Taunton Dean, as now I tell, 
Is CROWCOMBE COURT at which you dwell. 


(> Similar anfwers have been reccived from Serjeant Whittle, of 
the Uplyme Volunteers; R. B. of Poole; Serjeant Ath of the Exminiler 
Volunteers; J Ball, jun. Taunton; J.R.Toulmin; Primrofe, of Weft 
Coker; and I’. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe. 


? 
Anfwer, by W. England, of Lyme,to R. Thomas’s Charade, 


inferted Novgmber 17, 





HRO’ the RED-SEA did Ifrael pafs, 
The Egyptians try’d in vain; 
And by the hands of Providence 
Fell victims in the main. 

_t*t Similar anfwers have been received from W. Saunders. jun, Lod- 
difwell; yT. Jarvis, Malborough; J. King, King{bridge; G: England, 
of Uplyme ; Serjeant Towning, of the Fivehead Volunteers; E. 1. S. 
G. Baker, R. Baker, and J. Moore, jun. of Poole; J. Bali, jun. Taun- 
ton; J. H. of Plymouth Dock; T. Churchoufe, Yeovil; W . Gregory, 
W. | arris, jun. and H. H. ot Exeter; W. Bickham, jan. Afhburton; 
T. Tayler, Bridgewater; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfler Volunice ry 
Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers; W. Maddick, of Rattery ; 
Ww. Brock, Everereech ; T. Webber, jun. of Tiverton; J. R.Toulmin, ° 
of Taunton; J. Staples, of Briflol; KR. Meager, Luxullion; R. Maffeet, 
Saltath; J. Ninnis, St. Agnes; William Chudicigh, Newton Buthel; and 
R. Trewavas, of Moufchole. 


Vor. XXXVI, P A QUES. 
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A QUESTION, dy Philotechus. 


T acertain gentleman’s houfe in my neighbourhood 
was found, among fome old lumber, a large fquare 
board, which appeared to have once been a fun-dial, but the 
lines and figures were entirely effaced, except the hour-line 
of fix, which, by the help of a pair of compaffes anda 
feale of chords, I found made an angle of 47° with the 
channel, &c. on which the gnomon had been fixed: at the 
top of the board was this infcription on a brafs plate, viz. 
* Anerett dial to face S. S. E. point of the horizon. W. M. 
fecit. 1622,”" I fhould be obliged to any of your mathe. 
matical correfpondents who would inform me for what lati- 
tude this was defigned. 





4A CHARADE, by W. Harris, Fun, of Exeter, 
HEN Sol from yonder eaftern fkies 


Salutes the rofeate morn, 
My firft on flutt’ring wing doth rife, 
Thro’ airy regions borne. 
My next with jockies and with grooms 
At hunt and race is found: 
Cement thefe parts, fagacious youths, 
A flow’r'they will expound. 





. 
A CHARADE, éy H. Humphreys, of Exeter, 


Kind of tree that’s ever green, 
My firft it will unfold; 
. A winethat’s pleafant to the tafte, 
Dear gents. muft next be told. 
Now if you do thefe parts fet down, 
And place them right and true, 
A kind of plant, Imake no doubt, 
Dear Sirs, ’twil] bring to view. 
SEEPS RP ee eee eee EY 
ar W. Hobbs, jun. of Exeter, defires us to fay that the 
anagrammatical rebus, inferted December 23, 1799, was nob 
a borrowed one, but really his own production, noturthfland. 
ing any groundle/s affertions made to the contrary. 
#%* Avariety of communications are unavoidably omitted 
en account of their inaccuracy, 


9 POETRY, 
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[From Bloomfield’s Farmer’s Boy. | 


Ne ela ik 3 Dobbin, thou canft only fee 
¢ 


The trivial hardfhips that encompafs thee ; 
Thy chains were freedom, and thy toils repofe, 
Could the poor poft-horfe tell thee all his woes, 
Shew thee his bleeding fhoalders, and unfold 
The dreadful anguith he endures for gold ; 
Hir'dat each call of bufinefs, luft, or rage, 
That prompt the traveller on from flage to flage, 
Stull on his flrength depends their boafted {peed, 
For them his limbs grow weak, his bare ribs bleed; 
And tho’ he groaning quickens at command, 
Their extra fhilling in the rider’s hand 
Becomes his bitter feourge—’tis he muft feel 
The double efforts of the lafh and flee) ; 
Till when up-hill the deftin’d inn he gains, 
And, trembling under complicated pains, 
Prone from his noftrils darting on the ground, 
His breath emitted floatsin clouds around ; 
Drops chafe each other down his cheft and fides, 
And {patter’d mud his native colour hides ; 
Thro’ his fwoll’n veins the boiling torrent flows, 
And every nerve a fep’rate torture knows. 
His harnefs loos’d, he welcomes eager “ 
The pail’s full draught that quivers by his fide, 
And joysto fee the well-known ftable door, 
As the flarv’d mariner the friendly fhore. 
Ab! well for him if here his fuff’rings ceas’d, 
And ample hours of reft his pain appeas’d ; 
But rous’d again, and fternly bade to rife, 
And fhake refrefhing flumber from his eyes, 
Ere his exhaufted fpirit can return, 
Or thro’ his frame reviving ardour burn, 
Come forth he muft, tho’ limping, maim’d, and fore, 
He hearsthe whip—the chaife is at the door ; 
The collar tightens, and again he feels 
His half-heal’d wounds inflam’d, again the wheels 
With tirefome famenelfs in his ears refound, 
O’er blinding duft, or miles of flinty ground ; 
Thus nightly robb’d, and injur’d day by day, 
His piece-meal murd’rers wear his life away. 


CONTRAST between the PLOUGH-HORSE and the POST-HORSE. 








For th, WEEKLY EMTERTAINER, 


A HYMN, compofed on New-Year’s Morning, 1803, 


THOU! whofe all-fuftaining might 
Supports the feafons as they soll ; 


Who 
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Who wheel’ft thofe orbs that fhed their tight 
O’er nature’s face from pole to pole ! 


Shall I behold the morn arife, 
Behold the new-born year begin? 
Nor lift my voice, nor raife my eyes, 


To thee, O Univerfal King? 


No! let my every power engage, 
(Sublimer thongbee, O lend your aid!) 
By every creature, every age, 
Thy wond’rous seatach be difplay’d. 


Another tranfient year is fled, 
And init thoufands met their doom ! 
Were number’d with the filent dead, 
And now lie mouldering in the tomb, 


And why, O Gracious God! was I, 
Why was I fpar’d thy grace to fec? 
Why wasI not condemn’d to die, 
And erft to mect eternity ? 
O! ’tisthy all-abforbing love, 
Thy love unmerited, unknown! 
Thy iparing mercy from above 
To mca worthlefscreature fhown. 


Then let my heart and voice combine, 
My every inward power prepare, 
Thy love O Deity divine! 
1n fwelling accents to declare. 


Uplyme. GEORGE ENGLAND, 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 





A SIMILE, ia an Addrefs to a Young Friend in the Country. 
By Houtton Harris. 


SS the bright orb, when firft he quits his bed, 
Pours from his throne a flream of azure-1ed ; 
The lovely profpeét feafts the fhepherd’s eye, 

All nature {miles at fauch a promis’d fky ; 

Aad if no clouds obfcure his dawning ray, 
Improving flill he brightens into day ; 

Charms every heart, refrethes every foil, 

And al] creation wears a happy fmile. 





EPITAPH on a FEMALE. 


ERE lies the much-fam’d Poll Dimmock 
Who, living, never hadafmock; ,; 

Give her but drink, the felt no cold, 
A noted trull, an arsaue icold; 
A common fewer of beer and gin, 
“\ tongue of everlafting din; 
It women ay were fuch as {be, 
‘Lhe grave might have them all for me, 
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